
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Meeting with the Acting Secretary 
on NSSM 156, August 1, 1972 

ATTENDEES: Joseph J. SISCO; William Cargo, 
Thomas Thornton (S/PC) ; Holsey 
Handyside (PN/AE) ; James M. Wilson 
(EA) ; Leonard Weiss , David Mark, 
Lawrence Finch (INR) ; Marvin 
Humphreys (EUR) ; Donovan Q. Zook 
(SCI) ; David T. Schneider, Dennis 
Kux (NEA/INC) . 

Sisco summarized the questions posed as follows: 

-- Can the Indians explode a device? Yes. 

-- Will they? We don't know. 

The issue is what can we do to avert this, and there 

seemed to be a few limited things that were feasible. 

Acting Secretary Irwin said that he felt we 

should do what we could provided it was something 

sensible. He was impressed that India's becoming 

1 a sixth nuclear power would have an impact on the 

/ other near-nuclears. While we cannot measure how 
I 

: much impact this would be, it was worthwhile trying 

' to prevent this. 

Mr. Sisco agreed, saying he was impressed with 

the unsettling impact an Indian nuclear blast would 

have on South Asia as well as the impact on Japan. 

Mr. Cargo and Mr. Weiss and others discussed the 

question of the impact on the Japanese. Cargo thought 

it would be very grave; Weiss thought it less important. 
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